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By Jim Lambert

Matt Elmuccio became the first
boy in state history to win four sec-
tional titles when he finished first in
16:32 to lead Westfield, No. 4 in The
Star-Ledger Cross-Country Top 15, to
its sixth straight NJSIAA North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 championship
yesterday at Warinanco Park, Eliza-
beth.

Westfield,
the 1995 state
Group 4 cham-
plon, averaged 17:12.6 to finish with 27
points. No. 7 Randolph was second
with 43 and No. 13 Newark East Side
was third with 58,

“I didn't even know about it," El-
muecio, bound for the University of
Colorado said when told about the re-
cord. “The more important thing to
me is that the team has won every
year that I've won."

The top five teams and top 10 in-
dividuals in each group in each sec-
tion quahﬂed for the state group

this coming
at Holmdel Park. The Meet of Cham-
pions will be raced on Nov. 23 at
Holmdel.

Sectional Saturday was not with-
out controversy.

After review, East and

Hunterdon Central were declared co-
champions in boys’ Central Jersey,
Group 4 at Holmdel Park.

Hunterdon Central and defending
East Brunswick finished with 83
points each. Using the sixth-runner
tie-breaker rule, East Brunswick
would have won. But Freehold Town-
ship didn't submit its race cards
within the 15 minutes allowed follow-
ing the race and was disqualified.
Freehold Township coach Kevin Do-
novan did not hand in the cards be-
cause he was attending to an injured
runner on his team.

With Freehold Township's places
deleted, the final score was an-
nounced as Hunterdon Central 81,
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Brian Saliter of Whippany Park leads at the one-mile mark en route to victory in
Group 1 race al state sectional cross country meet yesterday.

East Brunswick 82.

East Brunswick coach Rick Mur-
ray approached meet director Beth
Moroney about the situation and Mo-
roney consulted with the appeals
committee.

“Hunterdon Central by virtue of
the final score should have won, but
that wasn't fair,” said Moroney. “East
Brunswick ran better and would have
won the tie-breaker had Freehold
Township not been disqualified, so

giving the trophy to don Cen-

Elmuccio wins 4th section title

“Taking nothing away from Hunt-
erdon Central, we got cheated out of
the championship because of Free-
hold Township's mistake,” said Mur-
ray. “But since the overall scoring al-
ready had Hunterdon Central winning
the meet, it wouldn't be fair to take it
away from them. So I have no prob-
lem sharing the title.”

One race that was decided by a
sixth-runner tie-breaker at Holmdel
was in Group 3, where Ocean Town-
ship snapped North Hunterdon's
streak of four titles. Both Ocean and
North Hunterdon scored 81 points.
Also in Central Jersey, Somerville won
Group 2 and Metuchen nipped Henry
Hudson, 40-42, in Group 1.

In North Jersey, Section 2 at Wari-
nanco, Mt. Olive junior Steve Slattery
moved one victory away from joining
Elmuccio as a four-time champion by
winning his third Group 3 title in 16:09
over the 3.2-mile course. No. 10 Mor-
ristown captured Group 3 to win its
first sectional crown since 1987. In
Group 2, Adam VanAntwerp retained
his title in 17:12 to help Jefferson win
its eighth ehampionship. Sophomore
Brian Saliter crossed first in 17:02 to
lead Whippany Park to its second
straight Group 1 championship and
eighth title in the last nine years,

In the North Jersey, Section 1
meet at Garret Mountain in West Pat-
erson, No. 2 Ridgéwood defeated No.
12 Kearny, 53-67, to repeat in Group 4.

Kearny senior Roger Munoz won the . 18

race for the third straight year in
16:17.7. Demarest repeated in Group
3,

tral would not have been fair. We de-
cided that the only fair thing to do
was to award a co-championship.”

Coincidentally, Carol Parsons, an
assistant director of the NJSIAA,
stopped by the meet and Moroney
recommended to her that the cham-
pionship be shared and Parsons
agreed.

“Once Carol made the decision it
became official," said Moroney.

Group 2 and
Palisades Park scored a sectional re-
cord for Group 1 with 20 points to win
its third straight title. -

In the South Jersey meet at
Kingsway in Swedesboro, No. 8 Toms
River East edged No, 4 Highland Re-
gional, 94-96, to retain its Group 4
title, No. 6 Brick captured Group 3,
Haddonfield repeated in Group 2 and
Haddon Township grabbed first in
Group 1.
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GIRLS GHOSS COUNTRY

Morris

By Jim Lambert

In a battle between the top two
teams in the state, Shawnee, No. 1 in
The Star-Ledger Top 15, averaged
19:05 and put four runners in the top
10 to defeat No. 2 Toms River East,
43-53, and retained its NJSIAA South
Jersey, Group 4 girls' cross-country
championship yesten:lay on Kings-

Randolph, Roxbury,

ils triumph

feated No. 12 Middletown South,
40-60, and No. 10 Bridg -Raritan

Leading Randolph's charge was

was third with 89, in Group 4. Ocean
Township, second last year, made it
three titles in four years in Group 3.
No. 5 Ridge, led by Meghann Ganey
with a winning 20:00, repeated in
Group 2. Metuchen captured its first
title-in Group 1

In North Jersey, Section 1 at Gar-
ret in in West Paterson, No. 13

way's flat eourse in

Abbey Hartman of Ocean City,
the 1995 Group 3 champion, won the
South Jersey, Group 4 title in 17:49,
the fastest time in yesterday's state
competition. Also in South Jersey,
Brick, the 1995 Group 3 champion,
defended successfully, Point Pleasant
Boro rolled in Group 2 and Schalick,
second to Maple Shade last year.
avenged that defeat with a 49-52 mar-
gin in Group. 1. Amy Beykirch of Pine-
lands, one of the favorites to win the
state Meet of Champions, won the
Group 2 title in 18:00.

The top 10 finishers in each group
in each section qualified for Satur-
day's state group championships at
Holmdel Park. The top three teams
and 10 individuals who do not run for
one of the qualifying teams will earn a
ticket into the Meet of Champions on
Nov. 23 at Holmdel.

In Central Jersey at HolmdelPark,
No. 7 Hunterdon Central, withBeth
Crawford winning in 19:56. de-

Ridgewood, led by Celeste Sedo in a
championship 19:24.3, edged No. 15
Hackensack, 33-39, to win its fith
straight Group 4 title. The outcome
might have been different if Hacken-
sack's Jackie Martin, All-State in
1994, didn't fall. Martin didn't finish
the race.

Northern Highlands repeated in
Group 3. Dana Satir finished first in
19:058 to lead No. 14 Ramsey to a
suecessful defense in Group 2 and Bo-
gota made it two straight in Group 1.

One of the tightest and most dra-
matic team battles occurred in North
Jersey, Section 2 at Warinanco Park
in Elizabeth, where No. 8 Randolph
scored 41 points to edge 1994 and '95
champion Westfield, second with 44.
Columbia, led by individual champion
Catherine Casey, who ran 20:14, was
third with 54 Randolph was a big fa-
vorite to win until All-State sopho-
more Stephanie Snyder was sidelined
for the season with tendinitis in her
right quadricep.

Beth Jones, who ran her
best race of the season. Jones was
third in 20:21,

“Beth certainly was a big reason
we won,” said Randolph coach Len
Pietrewicz. “We knew that Westfield
and Columbia were going to be com-
ing after us. I just told the team that
we worked too hard to walk away with
nothing. Losing Stephanie hurt us,
but we knew we could still doit.”

Morris County cleaned up at War-
inanco by winning all four girls' titles
and three of the four boys' champi-
onships.

Roxbury knocked off No. § Mt.
Olive, 35-42, to win Group 3 and cap-
ture its first sectional title. Mt. Olive,
which ran without freshman Mari-
anne Herbst, who has pneumonia,
had won three straight champi-
onships. One of the keys for Roxbury
was freshman Jodi Boesgaard, who
finished 15th in 22:10, six places ahead
of Mt. Olive’s fifth runner.

“She was the difference for us”
said the first-year Roxbury coach,
Bob Beers, whose team was third be-
hind champion Mt. Olive and Ran-
dolph at last week's Morris County
Championships. “We pointed to this
meet all year and we were able to put
it all together.”

Cheryl Bauer continued her sen-
sational sophomore season by win-
ning the Group 2 race in 19:41 to lead
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BOYS SECTIONAL RESULTS

TEAMS: 1-Ridgewood 53. 2-Keamy 67 3-Passaic 77
4Vemon 102 5Norh n 136 GFems 164
7-Hackensack 164 8-Memorial (WH.Y, 176, 8-Cliton
264, 10-Passaic Tech 278, 11 Wayne Hils 333, 12 West
Miltord 338, 13-Dickinon 405

INDVIDUALS: Keamy 1617.7
2Bemard Fraser, Passac 16427, 3Tom Bakwin
Hackensack 16:46,0, 4-Enc Rogers, Ridgewood 16485
SAngel Velez, Feris 1705.7. 6-Alan Lemmon, Norh
Bergen 17.000. 7-Miguel Frade, Kearny 17.107. 8:Nel
Burt, Ridgewood 17113, Suohn Waren, Vernan
17160 10-David Driever, Ridgewood 17.18.1

GROUP 3

TEAMS: 1-Demarest 65. 2.High Pont 125. 3-Paramus
141, 4-Garfield 144. 5-Ramapo 155, 6:0ld Tappan 184
7-Sparta 185 8-Passaic Valley 214 -Nohem High
lands 268. 10-Tenafly 277. 11-Lincoin 301. 12-Wayne
Valley 305 13ort Lee 311 14-Pascack Valley 333
15-River Dell 351 16-Lakeland 394 17-Incian Hits 432
Emerson (U.C.) 45
INDVIDUALS. 1-Cary Snyder, Demarest 1634.7
2Eamon O'Brien. Paramus 16:523. 3-Andres. Cardero
Passaic Valley 17.01.1. 4-Joshua Magrlevaida, Hoboken
17.050 5-Craig Glammona, Demarest 17.069. 6-Javian
Quintana. Paramus 17.06.9. 7-Michael Hasan, Bergen
tield 17.07.6. 8-Seth Holand, High Point 17:08.4, 8-Ken
Jackman, Ramapo 17.17. 10-Martin Pankiewicz. Garlield
17201

GROUP2
TEAMS: 1-Westwood 52. 2-Newton 108, 3-Kitatinny 111
4-Ramsay 154 5-New Miford 160. 6-Rulherford 165
7-Dumont 196 B-Hamison 200 S-Mahwah 242
10-Hopalcang 267, 11 Wallill Valley 298 12-Pascack
Hills 308. 13-Sussex Tech 317. 14-Pomplon Lakes 339
15-Wood-RidgerHasbrouck Heights 340
INDIVIDUALS: 1-Russ Giancola. New Miford 16509
2:Matt Caporaletti, Westwood 16583 3-Steve Calijone
Mahwah 17:093. 4-Dave Finneran, Rutherord 17.16.9
SMan Vanlenten, Pomplon Lakes 17270 6:Giby
Hawkins, Leonia 17307 7-Luke Hedges. Westwood
17:348 B-Allen Rubel. Ramsey 17467 9-Greg White-
scanver, Hopalcang 17479, 104us Duane, Lodi
17.500

[
TEAMS. 1-Palisades Park 20. 2 Bogota 72. 3-Glen Rock
77. 4Secaucus 100. 5-Rdgelied 124, 6-Miclend Park
183. T-Waldwick 205. 8-Becton 205. 9-Cresskill 210,
INDIVIDUALS: 1-Je Clark, Bogola 16568 2Diego
Giote, Palsades Park 17.098, 3Hugo Juarez. Pal-
sades Park 17:159 4.Bobby Goers, Palisades Park
17:373 5-Ron Gerhold, Emerson Borough 17.51.3.
6-Mark Sebastian, Palisades Park 17.59.3. 7-Jason Hom,
Pahsades Park 18:126. 8-Matt Lannin, Ridgefield
18156 OChis Mumhy, Sadde Brook 18248
10-David Lunin, Park Ridge 1840 6.
NORTH JERSEY, SECTION 2
GROUP 4

TEAMS: 1-Westheld 27. 2-Randolph 43 3-East Side 58
4-Philipsburg 125. 5-Columbia 140. 6-West Orange 106
TUnon 203, B-Elgabeth 227. 9-Lvingsion 244
10-irvinglon 255 11-Montclar 265. 12-Belleville 356
INDIVIDUALS: 1-Matt Elmuccio, Westieid 16:32 2-Ryan
Stefuk. Westheld 1707 3-Abdaliah Simaika, Westheld
1710 dAndiew Adams, Randolph 17:14 5Brian
Stuver, Randolph 17.17. 6-Joao Oliveira. East Swe
17:27. 7-Agam Kerins, Randolph 17.28. 8-Palo Oliveira,
East Side 17:29. 9-Aara0 Santos, East Side 17.30,
10-Mike Krug, Westfieid 1734

GROUP3 .
TEAMS. 1-Morristown 29. 2-Roxbury 74 3-Crantord 90
4-Mt. Oive 105 5-West Morms 108 6-Moms Knoils 182
7-Scoich Plains 186 8-Warren Hills 213 8-Parsippany
226 10-Nulley 244, 11-Montville 281
INDIVIDUALS: 1-Steve Slatiery, M. Olive 1610, 2-Tom
DelSordo, Mormistown 16:18. 3-Ryan Smith. Morristown
17:12. 4-Andy Boesgaard, Roxbury 17.15. 5-Russ Reed
Roxbury 17:23. 6-Kian Messkoub, Morsiown 1731
7.Greg Beck. Parsippany 17.32. B-Justin Frenzel, Moris-
fown 1736 9-Mike Sellers. West Mors 17.44, 10-Adam
Wilson, Morristown 17:49

GROUP 2
TEAMS: 1-Jeflerson 48 2-Morms Hills 81 3Dover B9
4Chatham 134, 5Cakdwell 149  6-Roselle 153
7-Milbum 177 8-Daylon Regional 180. 3Mendham 210
10-Summit 252 11-Hilside 332 12-Gov. Livingston 333
13-Hanover Park 337  1d4-Weequahic 341
15-Hachettdiown 352
INDIVIDUALS: 1-Adam VanAntwerp, Jafterson 17 12
2-Andy Wallace, Caichwell 17:18. 3-Mike Lis. Dover 1728
4-Mie Firesione. Johnson Regional 17.35. 5-Helder
Santos, Johnson Regional 17:40. 6:A.). Adams, Roselie
1743, 7-8ran Chrst, Jefierson 1746 8-Erwin Rull
Dover 17.47. 9-Brian Bergen, Cakowell 1754, 10Scoll

uP 1
TEAMS: 1-Whippany Park 38 2-Arts 66 3Kinneion 68
4-Madison 85. 5-New Providence 148. 6-North Warren
151. 7-Boonton 187, 8-Buller 210. 9-Cedar Grove 238

finish line to win Group 4 race in state
sectional cross country meet
yesterday

Morris Hills to a 56-61 victory over de-
fending Jefferson for its first sectional
title since 1986. In Group 1, Whippany
Park nipped Butler, 52-53.

10-Mountain Lakes 251. 11-Verona 260.
INDIVIDUALS: 1-Bran Saiiter. Whippany Park 17.00.
2.Edwin Lora, Ats 17:58. 3Enic Prol, Kinnelon 18.04
4-Pele Degnan, Whippany Park 1831 SMike Ford,
Madison 18:33. €-Matt Durante, Whippany Park 1837
7-Morgan Davies, Madison 1838 8Kevin lskra Noth
Warren 1850 9Keith Win Whippany Park 1850
10-David Straube. Kinnelon 19:10.

CENTRAL JERSEY

GROUP &

TEAMS: 1-Hunterdon Central and Eas! Brunswick B2.
3-Middletown South 86, 4-Oid Bridge 96. 5-Wes! Wind-
sor 114 6P Stevens 160 7-Bridgewater-Rartan 162
B-Edison 183 9-Middletown North 194. 10-Hilsborough
267 11-Manalapan 289. 12-Woodbridge 333
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INDIVIDUALS: 1-Jon Fasulo, Hunterdon Central, 1637
2:Skip Allen. Hunterdon Central 16:48. 3-Phil Vazquez
Edison 17.10. &-Doug Riker, East Brunswick 1715
5-Rich Carieso, Middielown South 17,19, 6-Jares Be.
langer, West Windsor 1727 7-Davin Blackborow, Eas!
Brunswick 1734 8.0an Babich, P Stevens 17.3
9-Luis Fonseca, P Stevers 1737, 10-Brian Cutang
Middietown South 1742,
GROUP 3

TEAMS 1-Ocean Township B1 fhe-breaker), 2-North
Hunlerdon 81, 3-Hhghisiown 100. 4-South Brundwk
113, 5-Red Bank 217, 6-Franklin 229, 7-Lawrerice 228
8Matawan 240 9Sayevile 260 10-Nepluoe 276
11-Nottingham 298, 12-Princeton 328 13-Wall 332
14-Steinert 353 15-Monmouth Regional 361
16-Watchung Hills 370, 17-North Brunswick 384
18Hamilon 421, 19-Ewing 427, 20-Perth Amboy 487
20-Colonia 557

INDIVIDUALS  1-Nathan Ssco, North Hunterdon 1702
2Juan York, North Hunterdon 1713, 3-Brad Keeton
Princeton 17:16 4-Robert Mendez. Nottinghan 1719,
S-louis Raffetto, Ocean Township 17:19 6-Dan h
man, Matawan 17:29. 7-Brian Wallace, Frankiin-{7 31
8Fyan Smih, Hightstown 17.34, -Scalt Hesli, High
tstown 17:36. 10-Travis Graham. South Brunswick 17.37

GROUP 2

TEAMS: 1-Somenviie 71, 2-Ridge 108 3Candret 111
4Holmds| 120, 5 Frechold Borough 161 G-Alatown
163 7-Delaware Valley 172 B-Raritan 224 &-Hopewel
Valley 226 10-Voorhees 230 11-Rumson 237
12-Monroe 278. 13-4selin Kennedy 330 14-Manasauan
331, 15-Long Branch 449
INDVIDUALS: 1-Steve Roman, Manige 1654 2:icky
Gibson, Fidge 16:55. 3-Jason DeAngelo, Carteret 1707
4-Marek Oleszczuk, lsebn Kennedy 17.16. 5.Simon
Goldsmih, Somenvlle 1744 6-John Golishalk. Somer
vile 17:49. 7-Nick Ricco, Voorhees 17.50. @Tfetan
Schiomann, Holmdel 1751, 9-Matt Harnay FHopdpvell
Valley 17:53. 10-Tim Harris, Holmdal 17. -
GROUP 1 -

TEAMS: 1-Metuchen 40. 2-Henry Hudsgn'=42
3-Keansburg 85. 4-Monigomery 81 5-Bemards 112
§Shore Regianal 151. 7-South River 202 & Middlesex
231, 8Keyport 238, 10-South Ambay 274,

INDVIDUALS  1-Jay McGoven. Henry Hudson 1748
2-Chris Piekarski, Metuchen 17:53 3-Dave McGovern.
Henry Hudsan 17:56 4-Sean Ryan, Metuchen 18.00
5Mke Guzo, Metuchen 1801, 6Christian Blackme
Soulh Aver 1815 7.Shaun Bolger, Henry *Hidson
18:23 8:Dan Fion. Montgomery 18.25. 9 Kevin Jorgan
Share Regional 1826, 10.Tom Acconzo. Keansbuig
1827

SOUTH JERSEY
GROUP 4

TEAMS: 1-Toms River East 94, 2-Highland Regional 3
3Shawnee 106, 4-Overdiook 122 5-Cherkee 128
SEastern 170. 7-Trion 239 8-Toms River Nodh @40
Slenape 246 10-Washinglon Township, 250
11-Vineland 258, 12-Ocean City 259, 13- a0
14-Charry Hil West 15-Jackson 383, 16-Milkike 862
17-Atlaniic Gity 410, 18-Cherry Hil East 539

INDVIDUALS. 1Karl Savage. Eastem 1525 2.Mat
Ruhl, Trion 15,48, 3-Wurad Campbel, Overbrook 1552
Al Rispol, Toms River East 1555 6-Mike Blar, Over
brook 1557, 7-Brad Bisinger, Lenape 1610 E-evin
Comor, Highland Regional 1814 9-Nick Ferara, Toms
River East 16:15 iD—Josh Re\danbakev Shawnee 1622

TEAMS: 1Brick 51 arums le South 113 a Mam\urd
124. 4Cumberland 148 5-Absegami 154

Valley 157. 7-Manchester Township 160. awm

203. 9-Deisea 229, 10-Camden Wilson 245, 1 Mhu\e
Township 245, 12-Ceriral Regional 301 13-Eqg Hibor
396. 14-Oakcrest 418. 15 Lower Cape May 423. 16 West
Deptiord 431, 17-Pemberion 445. {B-Lacoy 456
INDVIDUALS: 1-Ed Letts, Mdde Townshp 15:42
2-Mike Ratta. Biick 1545, 3:A Lathers, Midd Town-
ship 1555 4/an Hahn, Manchester Township 1801
5-Thirson Cox. Camden Wison 1603 6-Chis Bromiey,
Mailand 16.04. 7-Peti Davis. Toms Aver South 1506,
8 Craig Macinnes, Brick 16:08. 9-Jasse McDonald, Wil
amsiow 16:13. 10-8i Carrol, Mainland 16.28

TEAMS: 1-Haddonheld 57 2-Kingsway 65 3-Clearviem
119, 4Deran 178 5-Buena 178 6-Mooresiown 184,
7.Brcigeton 187 8 Poat Pleasant Boro 206, 6-Praelands
266, 10Steding 270 11-Northem Burhngitin™ 271
12-Deptford 282 13-Cinnaminson 288 14.Pieasanhville
206, 15Westamplon Tech 415 16-Calingswood 425,
17-Galeway 454. 18-Woodstown 466
INDMDUALS 1-Enc Bonnette, Haddonfield,, Vﬁ;ﬂ
2.Chvs Armstrong, Depttord 16:06. 3-Ray Tor
an 1621 4Vincent DeJesus,
5Sioan Fisk, Haodonfield 1625 6-Jason=Ci
mngwav 1628 78Il Mason Cannamingt 1638
8fyan Aeghn. Haddonfield 1644 9-Ayan Carmody
Haddonfeld 1647 10-Nik Hale, ngswav 1650
GROUP

TEAMS: 1-Haddon Township 19 2Maple Shad 67
3-Point Pleasant Beach 98 4-Riverside 136 5 Schabck
165 BPtman 171, 7-Buringion Townshp * 79
BPaulshoro 195 9Widwood 224 10Meciord: Tech
2?2 11-Woodbury 251 12-Salem 306. 13-Penns Grove

INDVIDUALS. 1-Mike Fullon Mapie Shade 1556
2-Jonyong Pak, Haddon Township 16.15. 3 Frank Artos
reli Point Plaasani Beach 16:20. 4-Aaron Wirfelspacht
Rverside 1705 5-Curis Machail, Schalick 17 11

6-Mike Procopi, Haddon Township 1715 7-Steve Var
rum, Haddan Towship 17,15, & Dave Prestwngg, Bur. |
lington Township 17.17. §-Dave Sitzer, Mectord Toch |
17:20.10-Chrs Soleau. Point Pleasant Beach 17:23
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