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Toms River East did it again.

For the second time in two weeks,
Toms River East, No. 2 in The Star-
Ledger Girls' Cross-Country top 15,
knocked off the No. 1 team in the
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On Nov. 2, Toms River East,
ranked fifth at the time, beat then No.
1Red Bank Catholic, 62-76, to win the

Holmdel Park.

Yesterday, Toms River East,
which lost its three previous meetings
with Shawnee this season, shocked
Shawnee, the top-ranked and defend-
ing Group 4 champion, 65-75, to win
the Group 4 trophy at the NJSIAA

INDI Bernards 2014.4. uJ h nshij i
Dola Tore, Glos Rk 20356 sCmisavogois,  BrouP pnstips JinigHolmdel
rdan, Shore Regional
Pleasant Beach 20:58.0.
o, Bogoa 21:125. 7:haon Cow, Haon
Whippany Park 21:167.
hotis, IM2127I 10-Julie Mey-
, Bernards 21:32.0. 11-Sandy OBMn AP ‘Schalick

Park. It was Toms River East’s first
group title since it. took Group 4 in
1988.

The top three teams and top 10
individuals who don't run for one of
the top three qualifying teams in each
group earned a ticket into Saturday’s
state Meet of Champions at Holmdel.
The M of C boys' race will start at 11
a.m. and the girls’ race at 11:45.

Bogota won its second Group 1
title in three years. No. 13 Ramsey av-
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In Group 3, Brick overcame the
loss of two of its top runners who de-
cided to play soccer this fall to win for
the third straight year. No. 3 Red
Bank Catholic, which has won the
past two M of C titles, averaged 20:16
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The most impressive team per-
formance belonged to Toms River
East, which averaged 20:02. Last
week, Shawnee beat Toms River
East, 43-53, to win the South Jersey
sectional on Kingsway's flat layout.
Shavwnee also beatjToms River East
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prises No. 1 Shawnee
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Ramsey’s Dana Stair, Alyson Campbell and Tracy Kirk celebrate following
Group 2 race yesterday. Stair finished first, Campbell seventh and Kirk 12th.

at the Shore Coaches meet and the
South Jersey Open, both in October.

Shawnee’s normal No. 3 runner,
Lauren Anders, went down midway
through yesterday's race and didn't
finish.

‘Toms River East was led by junior
Lauren Dunning, second in 19:11.7.
Ocean City's Abbey Hartman, the
Group 3 champion last year, won
Group 4 in 19:01.3, the second fastest
time of the season at Holmdel.

“After being just 10 points away
last week, we knew we could win if we
Jjust ran a little better than we did last
week,'” said Dunning, who held the
lead until a half mile to go. “First we
won the county meet, then the confer-
ence meet and now thi. This is unbe-

lievable. There are so many awesome
teams in the state and now we're one
of them.”

“We're still riding the high from
beating RBC,” said Toms River East
coach Bob Petruski. “Last week, we
ran relaxed on their course and
couldn't catch them. Today, we go
out harder. Every week we have a hig
race to run and the kids have gotten
tougher because of it. And I think
we'll keep getting better. If we run the
same times next week, I'd like to
think we'll be right in the hunt for the
title."

“Toms River East's kids ran bet-
ter than we did today,” said Shawnee
coach Mike Yurcho, whose team aver-
aged 20:20. “But we’ll e back.”

Satir’s time was the fastest of the
year at Holmdel and tied her for 27th
on Holmdel's all-time list.

In one of the most looked-for
races of the day, Satir trailed de-
fending-champion Amy Beykirch of
Pinelands by 10 yards in the bowl
about half way into the race. Satir
made a big surge coming out of the
bowl to grab the lead and put the
hammer down in the woods before
hitting the final straightaway on her
way to victory. Beykirch, who ran
19:02 at Holmdel two weeks ago, was
second in 19:16.6.

“Breaking 19 was one of my
goals,” said Satir, a senior who estab-
lished herself as the favorite to win
the M of C title. “I'm very happy with
the way I ran and hopefully I can run
even better next week. My favorite
part of the course is the woods be-
cause it's so fast. I always push hard
in the woods.”

Red Bank Catholic received a big
boost from senior Kerry Andrews,
running her first race since Oct. 12.
Andrews, sidelined with a slight stress
fracture to her right ankle, was the
Caseys' second runner and fifth over-
all in 20:08. Junior Meghan Cunniff,
All-State last year, ran her best of the
season, placing second in 19:24.2. Red
Bank Catholic averaged 20:34.

“I'm very encouraged by the way
Kerry ran,” said coach Mary Banks.
“She ran faster than I expected. This
was a good tuneup for next week.
Shawnee is a strong pack and Toms
River East is very young and en-
ergetic. They remind me of the way
we were a few years ago. It'll take a lot.
more for us to win next week. It
should be interesting.”

News 12
Scholar-athlete
News 12 New Jersey is honoring a scholar-
athlete of the week on its Wednesday and Sun-
day night broadoasts. This week's honoree:
Name: Brandon Roth
‘School: Highland Park
Class: Senior

Sports: Tennis, soccer
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